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Dear Members and Attendants of Trinitarian Congregational Church, Wayland,

As we reflect on the past calendar year, we can only give thanks to the Lord for His provision and favor upon TCC. As every 
one of the attached reports indicate, by God’s grace, we are fulfilling our mission to be and make disciples in every area of 
the life of the community. 

The people are connecting with one another through a variety of existing and new 
ministries (Grief Group, Men’s Bible Study). Welcome Brunches have seen record 
attendance, new members are joining the church, new Life Groups are forming, children 
and students are growing spiritually and connecting with their parents in sharing their 
faith journey.  TCC wants to continue to foster this welcoming environment. We are 
indeed a “House of Blessing” in the heart of Metrowest. We want a place where 
families and individuals can connect with 
one another in intentional discipleship 
relationships. 

From an operational perspective, the finances of the church are sound, and, thanks to the 
people’s generosity, both in pledged giving and a marvelous gift received last summer, we 
are making great progress in the stewardship of the facilities with Phase II of the Campaign 
under way at Bradford. Indeed, we have much to celebrate!

We also know the Lord is at work at TCC in many other tangible ways that won’t appear 
on this official record for 2017. We would love to hear from you in what ways the Lord 
has been faithful to you this past year! Feel free to post, share, call, and yes, even talk to 
us about the ways God has manifested His greatness in your life this past year!

In His Service Together,

Pastor Tom 
January, 2018

Our Mission: To Be and Make Disciples of Jesus Christ

We are a multigenerational, multi-ethnic family-oriented church in the heart of Metrowest. As an historic church 
steeped in the New England evangelical (= Gospel-Centered) tradition of renewal and revival, we seek to make 
disciples of all ages for Gospel ministry in a pluralistic context. We are a sending church, innovating and creating 

opportunities to proclaim the Gospel both at the local and global level.

“I was glad when 
they said to me, 

let us go up to the 
House of the Lord! 

(Psalm 122:1)
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Senior Pastor’s Report
Rev. Dr. Tom Petter

The year started with some momentous changes in my 
own life as I received the invitation in January (while in 
the Middle East) to become the next Senior Pastor at 
Trinitarian Congregational Church. The lifelong call to 
“feed the sheep” (John 21) and the need “to decrease so 
that He might increase” (John 3:30) are words the Lord 
particularly impressed upon me again during the process 
of discernment. 

The final months as Interim Senior Pastor (until May) 
continued to be filled with many activities both in and 
outside the church (including speaking at the Great 
Banquet Retreat in Vienna, Virginia and completing 
my term as chair of the division of Biblical Studies at 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary). However, the 
focus shifted in early June as I transitioned to a full time 
role. The summer was spent vision casting, connecting 
with congregants and providing support to the various 
ministries and committees of the church. It is truly a 
privilege to observe the love, wisdom and commitment 
committee chairs and members display for the health of 
the Body and their witness for Christ in the community. The 
preaching series “Summer of Freedom” out of the book of 

Exodus served as a strong reminder to me personally that 
God wants to put a new song of deliverance in our hearts. In 
Christ, He has delivered us from enemies far more powerful 
than Pharaoh’s might. His deliverance from sin and death is 
something we celebrate now even as we await and hope for 
our final deliverance that is yet to come.

In the fall, in conjunction with Wednesday midweek activities 
for students and children, we launched a new Men’s Bible 
Study on the Life of David. His life and example (including 
his failings) are such powerful reminders that God doesn’t 
demand perfection from us, but He does require a “broken 
and contrite heart” in facing our own shortcomings. 

2017 will be remembered as times of great pain and 
sufferings for several TCC families. To come alongside 
grieving families and to entrust them into the care and 
comfort of our Heavenly Father is one of the great privileges 
of being a pastor. The promise that those who mourn will be 
comforted is a constant reassurance as we lift up those who 
are suffering physically, emotionally and financially. 

On the heels of a great Christmas season with wonderful 
music throughout (thank you to all who participated in 
Evensong and the Christmas services!), I was able to go 
on a study leave right after the new year to complete the 
main part of a commentary on Nehemiah (Ezra-Nehemiah 
NIV Application Commentary Series, co-authored with Dr. 
Donna Petter). The devotion of the post-exilic community 
(mid 5th century B.C.) to understand the Word of God 
(men, women and children together) serves as a powerful 
reminder of the centrality and power of the Word in our 
private and corporate worship. 

In addition to regular times of prayer for the congregation 
as a staff, we as a board also gathered for times of prayer via 
phone conferencing about twice a month. The needs of the 
congregation are great and sometimes overwhelming, but 
these times of thanksgiving and intercession have become 
cherished times of refreshment. Nothing like answered 
prayers to feel that our work is not in vain. May we continue 
to be a people of prayer at TCC this new year!

– Pastor Tom
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Moderator’s Report 
Martin Bodley

Board Members: Asa Foster, Dan Williams, Paul Church, 
Deborah Dunsire, Emose Piou, Amy Scott, Tom Petter

Non-Voting Observer : Debbie Wilson

Serving God is one of the most important principles of 
the Christian faith, as believers we are expected to serve 
the church with a joyful spirit. (Hebrews 6:10)

Thanks to the congregation for all your prayers and 
support to the Board during 2017.

As a Board, we seek to discern God’s will in all decisions, 
through active prayer and the leading of the Holy Spirit. It 
is our desire to please God in our actions and deeds. 

During 2017, each Board Meeting opened 
with a period of prayer followed by a 
devotional reading of a Psalm and a group 
discussion led by Emose Piou. Every meeting 
would include a review of each TCC ministry 
including a Senior Pastor report, Finance, 
Missions and Facilities, followed by targeted 
prayer for specific needs of the congregation 
and for the pastoral leaders and ministry 
staff. Each month, we had a different ministry 
leader as a guest, allowing focused learning, 
discussion and action items to help with 

specific challenges facing each critical part of our church 
activities. Each meeting closed with a round of prayer.

Our first Board Meeting in February 2017 included a 
review and assent to the Church Mission Statement, 
Church By-laws and Board Covenant. The Board Covenant 
consists of a code of conduct and confidentiality. Various 
executive committees were established and liaison’s to 
Finance, Missions and Facilities were assigned. We also 
established an Executive Finance Committee composed 
of Martin Bodley, Deborah Dunsire and Asa Foster. It is 
this committee together with the Treasurer (Rich Peck) 
that oversee all financial matters for the church.

Asa Foster served as liaison with the Finance Committee 
again this year, and with each Board Meeting an update 
on church finances was provided. This was Asa’s third year 
on the Board, and his always positive, calm demeanor and 

wisdom will be missed in 2018. Enjoy a year 
off, Asa! 

Dan Williams served as liaison with the 
Facilities Planning Team; focus during 2017 
went into initiating Phase 2 of “Restoring in 
Faith” namely restoring Bradford Hall. This 
is a major project, one that has taken many 
hours of preparation and coordination of 
many people and organizations. Work on 
Bradford was kicked off in November of 
2017 and will be complete in the summer of 

For God is not unjust 
so as to overlook 
your work and the 
love that you have 
shown for his name 
in serving the saints, 

as you still do.
Hebrews 6:10
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2018 – Amen! Dan was the driving force 
behind all these efforts, and also worked 
exhaustively with the town of Wayland 
to secure a $80k grant from the town 
towards the restoration of Bradford Hall 
(the first High School in Wayland). Dan 
also generously agreed to record minutes 
for Board Meetings.

Paul Church served as the liaison to the 
Mission’s Committee again this year. Paul’s heart for missions is 
unwavering, and his calm presence and strong Biblical view was 
often an anchor for the Board during highly charged topics.

Amy Scott returned to the Board this year, bringing her tireless 
work ethic, sharp mind and willingness to help with anything. 
Her strength in legal matters is often called upon and greatly 
beneficial to TCC.

Emose Piou, in her first year on the board, was our devotional 
leader. Her love for the Lord, compassion for people and deep 
spiritual awareness played a key role in our discussions and helped 
greatly with our team’s goal of seeking God’s will in all things. 

Deborah Dunsire is a gifted speaker, often providing updates 
to congregation on behalf of the Board. She brings powerful 
leadership and organizational knowledge to Board discussions.

Pastor Tom Petter would go through his “Sr. Pastor Report” each 
meeting, sharing operational updates and his vision for TCC’s 
the various ministries and campus as it develops. Tom’s skilled 
leadership with the staff, missional mindset and deep knowledge 
of the Bible have made a huge positive impact on TCC in a short 
time, and he has only just begun. 

Debbie Wilson (Executive Director) 
attended all Board Meetings, and as I 
described last year, she was again “Debbie-
on-the-spot” with information, updates, 
the latest on any happening in the church. 
Debbie was truly an invaluable part to the 
Board’s ability to know about and react 
to all challenges and events important 
to TCC.

In closing, 2017 brought much to be thankful for at TCC, and a 
special blessing for those of us who served at the church this year. 
Pastor Tom began his fulltime service as Senior Pastor in June 
2017, a very welcome end to a long, interim season since our 
last fulltime pastor. Attendance was steady and giving exceeded 
last year, so God continues to bless our church in these ways. 
TCC also received an extremely generous bequest during 2017, 
which is being allocated to greatly aide with facility restoration, 
missions, pastor housing and other possible areas. The church 
is very well positioned coming into 2018, finances are strong, 
ministries are excited and leadership is in place. Senior Pastor 
housing and the remaining campus vision (Parsonage and Ewing 
buildings and land) will be areas of focus during 2018. As God 
continues to reveal his great plan for TCC, we can be reassured 
by his demonstration of faithfulness throughout this past year. 

– Marty Bodley, Moderator

As a Board, we serve the 
church only as under-

shepherds and we can only 
advance as a church as we 
follow the Lord under the 

inspiration of the Holy Spirit.
–Jack Ohman 2015
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Executive Director’s Report
Debbie Wilson

Accomplishments

2017 was another busy year! We successfully “completed” 
the usual church calendar of events, ran many wonderful 
ministry programs and rented our facilities out for a number 
of non-TCC events and programs. We experienced some 
personnel changes, now accept on-line giving, are working 
on a safety plan for the church/congregation and began 
renovations to Bradford Hall as part of our Phase II 
Restoring in Faith facilities initiative.

Personnel changes - Kay Harrington faithfully served in 
the church office for seven years before her retirement 
last spring. Thank you Kay for your hard work, dedication 
and friendly, welcoming presence to all who came into 
the office! 

On-Line Giving - TCC now accepts on-line giving 
through our website and via text messaging. Although it 
hasn’t been heavily used, we have captured about $5K in 
donations in the two months that it’s been up and running. 

Please note TCC incurs a 2.65% fee for every credit/debit card 
donation made, a .90% fee if the donation is from your checking 
account plus a .35 cent fee per any transaction. Depending on 
the size of your donation, these fees can add up.

It is possible to set up giving through your bank’s on-line 
bill payment service and there is no charge to you or TCC 
for this service.

TCC Safety Plan

Last year when the office staff moved into the church 
building, we were blessed to be able to install a state of 
the art security system in the building. I know the system 
has taken some getting used to, both by the staff and 
congregation, and I thank everyone for their patience and 
mercy. 

In light of the recent church shootings, we have met 
with the Wayland police and are currently working on 
a more comprehensive safety plan for the church. It is 
unfortunate that we have a need for this, but necessary 
in this fallen world. There will be challenges, as well as 
changes that need to be made, as we figure out how 
to best implement a safety plan that still allows our 
church to be open and welcoming.

Phase II, Restoring in Faith - Phase II of the 
Restoring in Faith project has begun and work 
on the Bradford building is underway. You can 
find more details about the scope of work and 
cost of that project in the Facilities’ Report.

Challenges

One of my biggest challenges is juggling all the different 
building usage details and set ups that happen each week 
in our multi-use spaces. We are so blessed to have the 
space, but our staff resources are limited. We do not have 
a dedicated kitchen manager/ hospitality director/ event 
coordinator to help us set up, shop for supplies, clean the 
kitchen between events or launder the dish towels and table 
clothes. Jen, Nancy and I do the best we can, but this does 
take time and energy! In 2018, we will reassess the use of 
our wonderful facilities so that everything we do has the 
missional purpose of outreach and service to the community. 
We will also seek solutions to the issues raised regarding the 
coordination, implementation and staffing for these events.

Administrative and Facilities Support Staff - We have a 
terrific Administrative and Facilities’ support staff, for which 
I am extremely grateful! Nancy Griffin and Jen Calverley do 
a fantastic job sharing the role of Administrative Assistant, 
covering the office weekdays from 9A-2:30P. Mary Ayotte 
is our terrific part-time book keeper; any questions on 
budgets or billing should be directed to Mary. Aimee Mury 
is our fabulous part-time Contributions Recording Officer; 
she oversees the volunteer counters as well as manages all 
incoming contributions and the Faith Promise records. We 
are so blessed to have Luis Lozano as our full time Facilities’ 
Manager. He is assisted by part-time “fixer extraordinaire” 
Eddie Lozano and Drew Wolff, our “Super Volunteer.” 

Volunteer Ushers - I also have the privilege of coordinating 
a great group of volunteers who faithfully serve the church 
each Sunday as Ushers. Thank you to: Mike Alexander, 
Peter Armstrong, John Bennett, George Bernard, Ed Brown, 
Jan and Dave Connell, Bob Daub, Mark DiPanfilo, Sandy 
Gilbert, Dan Haggett, Fred Harrington, Carolyn Heinen, 
Dwight Henderson, Judy Ide, Peter Klautky, Kelley Kounadis, 
Emose Piou, Sue Pope, Paul Ramsey, Teddy Sayonkon, Dave 

Schofield, Ryan Scott, Dan Williams, Drew Wolff and 
Larry Woolhiser. A special thanks to Greg Herrema, 
who has now “retired” after many years of faithful 
ushering service! 

– Debbie Wilson, Executive Director

I am in the office Monday - Friday, 8:30A to 5P, 
and can be reached on Ext. 301 or at office@
tccwayland.org..
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Facilities Report
Team: Ken Vona, Kevin Neprud, Dan Williams, Ryan Scott, 
Asa Foster, Debbie Wilson, Luis Lozano, Eddie Lozano and 
Drew Wolff

With Phase 1 of “Restoring in Faith” behind us (main 
building maintenance & security system, office renovation 
and staff move), our attention in 2017 shifted to Phase II 
– the restoration of our beloved Bradford Hall. Updated 
cost estimates were obtained and work commenced 
in December. Ken Vona Construction is overseeing the 
project and expects it to be completed by this Spring. 
Below is a short list of some of the much needed deferred 
maintenance being addressed:

Restoring in Faith – Phase II 
Bradford Hall Restoration

Window replacement and installation, carpentry work, 
interior and attic insulation, HVAC system upgrade, stage 
upgrade, kitchen/bathroom maintenance, porch railings, 
ceiling and light fixture repairs, interior/exterior painting.

We expect the total cost of the project to run between 
$400,000 to $450,000. The town of Wayland voted to 
cover $80,000 of the costs involving the window purchase 
and installation. Designated gifts will cover $78,500 and 
the balance will be covered by a generous bequest that 
was made last year. 

In order to receive the $80,000 from the town, TCC 
will need to sign a Preservation Restriction Agreement 

essentially agreeing to keep the exterior of the building 
similar to its current and original structure for the next 30 
years. Bradford has been an integral part of our Student 
Ministry for years and we fully expect this to be the case for 
the next 30 years. The details of the agreement are still being 
finalized but will eventually be brought to a vote before the 
congregation. 

In 2018, we’ll be working closely with Pastor Tom and the 
Board on their long-term vision of the TCC campus and will 
address Senior Pastor housing. Due to significant necessary 
repairs, the Board voted to remove the parsonage from 
the church campus. Pastor Tom and Asa Foster are meeting 
with the town to see if they will be willing to move the 
parsonage to another part of Wayland at no cost to TCC. 
The Ewing building is also in an advanced state of disrepair 
however, Pastor Tom and the Board have not made any firm 
decisions on the future of the Ewing building yet. We expect 
to address that area of our campus in the first half of 2018. 

In the meantime, Luis and Eddie Lozano and Drew Wolff 
continue to work tirelessly on the daily maintenance of 
the buildings. These tasks include the maintenance of water 
filters, the coffee machine, bathroom Sloan waterless 
filters, general cleaning and waxing of floors throughout 
the church, replacement of light bulbs both inside and 
out, grounds maintenance, snow removal, office computer 
maintenance and updates and oversight of the quarterly 
and annual inspections by the Fire Department, The Town of 
Wayland Building Department, The Town of Wayland Health 
Department and elevator companies.

– Dan Williams
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Stepping Deeper into Community

Welcome Ministries

Greeters • In 2017 we re-launched the greeting ministry on 
Sunday mornings. This had been an ‘unofficial’ ministry for quite 
some time, but it now has a structure, schedule, and some basic 
guidelines. I have heard from so many visitors that TCC feels like 
a welcoming church, so thanks to all the greeters and ushers 
who help make this culture a reality! Let’s continue in 2018 to 
welcome strangers and guests into our church with open arms, 
nametags, and friendly smiles!

Welcome Brunches We continue to hold quarterly 
Welcome Brunches (fall, winter, and spring), but now with 
entirely home-cooked meals, which helps foster an atmosphere 
of personal warmth and hospitality. Yes, this is much more work 
than placing a catering order, but the benefits are enormous. 
People truly feel welcomed when someone has taken the time 
to prepare a meal just for them. Many thanks to our cooks Kelley 
Kounadis, Susan Foster, Lee Chizek, Sue Wiggill, Lidet Girma, and 
the many other hands that made these meals possible. Thank you! 
This year, 103 people were welcomed (66 newcomers) over the 
three welcome brunches, a huge increase over previous years! 
Our next welcome brunch is February 4th –a delicious meal of 
soups, salads, and fresh baked bread! Invite someone today!

Connection Cards continue to be a helpful way for 
newcomers to make themselves known, but the truth is very 
few people fill them out. We tend to see only one or two cards 
filled out per month. I am currently redesigning these cards and 
thinking how we can better capture newcomers and invite them 
to make themselves known.

- Adam Kurihara, Director of Worship and Community Life
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LIFE Groups

Membership

Our community’s commitment to small groups is a brilliant 
reflection of the need and desire to grow in Christ together. This 
year more than 167 people have participated in 16 LIFE groups, 
including three new groups launched through the “Test Drive” 
program this fall. “Test Drive” was a four-week opportunity for 
families to come together and build community through potluck 
dinners and Bible study. 

In 2017 our LIFE groups tackled a variety of Bible studies: Tim 
Keller’s Gospel in Life, John Stott’s Sermon on the Mount study, 
Peacemaking Women, Francis Chan’s study on James, the Gospel 
of Mark, J.D. Grear’s study on Ephesians, Leviticus, Liturgy of 
the Ordinary by Tish Warren, Andy Stanley’s Time of Your Life, 
Resolving Everyday Conflict and more! 

In addition to group dinners, Bible studies and outings, many 
groups chose to serve together in some of our outreach 
ministries. To find out more, check out the Outreach Report on 
page 22.

It was a privilege for our pastoral staff to lead two membership 
classes in 2017. More than 20 people participated in those classes, 
which outlined and explained TCC’s theological convictions, 
leadership structure, ministries, principles of community, spiritual 
gifts, outreach and more. After our Spring class we received 10 
new members during our worship services in the Fall. We are 
ecstatic that Jeridan and Erin Dyck, Hey-Sung Han and Sang Kim, 
Peter and Kathryn Kidd, Janet Aikens-Kinney, Elizabeth and Jim 
Markey, and Rob Mellon have made the bold commitment to 
join TCC. 

Another 10 will be received as new members this winter after 
completing the November class session. What a joy to see so 
many new friends actively participating in the growth of this 
community and taking ownership of its future!

In addition to our new members, a number of teenagers were 
confirmed in 2017! After completing an intensive 10-week 
confirmation class, these students made bold confessions of faith 
and formally identified with this community. Darcy Foreman, Abby 
Scott, Hartley Peck, Qian Long, Erica Schofield, Abby Calverley, 
Michael Long, Luke Johnson, Dylan Rader, Connor Rader, Leilan 
Bennett, Grace Johnson and Calvin Neprud were all confirmed. 

– Kyle Smethurst, Pastor of Students and Outreach
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as a framework, a group of 10, including 
leaders, came together weekly to support 
and encourage one another around each 
one’s unique grief journey. Sharing both 
sorrows and laughter, the group quickly 
bonded and became a source of hope, 
strength and comfort for all participants 
even in the midst of ongoing sadness and 
challenges around losing a loved one. After 
12 weeks, the group disbanded, though 
some members will launch into an ongoing 
support group led by Jen. Many in the 
group expressed deep gratitude to have 
had a safe, understanding place in which 
to explore and process grief in a faith 
based community. The journey of this first 
grief group highlighted the need for such 
a ministry. Based upon interest by those 
desiring support in their grief experience, 
a new group will form in late February 
following the same format. 

- Kathleen Barrett, Co-facilitator

K-Tog 
(Knit Together)

K-tog’s special 
project this 
year was Little 
Hats / Big 
Hearts, for 
the American Heart Association. Wayland, 
Natick, Framingham and Weston knitters & 
crocheters, created over 60 hats!! Amazing!!! 
Thank you!!! The AHA representative said 
last year they received 1,000 hats. This year 
- the total is over 4,000! What a blessing for 
the mothers and babies! He also said that 
the hats have been distributed to Boston 
area hospitals, but this year they can take 
them to hospitals all over Massachusetts! 
Such a wonderful opportunity to serve and 
gift others! But we are given a gift also of 
creating and sharing our talents with others. 
Thanks and Blessings to all who helped 
make this years’ Little Hats a success!

- Susan Foster

Coffee Hour Fellowship 
The year started off slow with few 
volunteers with exception of the Stephen 
Ministry group. I can always count on their 
consistent volunteering all year long. I speak 
for the whole church when I say “thank 
you” for their efforts. Due to a family 
illness, my focus was re-directed. I stopped 
contacting people to sign up. God knew 
how important this time of community can 
be and He whispered a suggestion to the 
members of TCC. Luckily, people heard His 
voice and responded to the call. As a result, 
we have been able to offer coffee almost 
every week, including the summer months 
and Christmas Eve Sunday. It is biblical for 
the congregation to be supportive, to pray 
and eat together like the early church did. 
“We are strong in one body, one church.”

Thank you to all the people who have 
listened to God’s voice and volunteered. 
Thank you for giving a few hours of your 
time on Sunday morning and thank you all 
for enjoying this precious time.

I would like to acknowledge: Sue Wiggill 
and her Weston small group, Bev Brown’s 
TCC small group, Yan Zheng and her 
Bridgeman small group, Kathleen Barrett’s 
small group, Nancy Keith, Shirley Schofield, 
Peter & Kathryn Kidd, Jim Spinale, Dennis & 
Nancy Griffin, Wendy & Jeff Williams, Grant 
Chizek, Lee Chizek and Susan Foster.

Also, please note the generous Stop & 
Shop donations have stopped, indefinitely.

- Robin Spinale, Coffee Hour Coordinator

Grief Group

A new ministry for those grieving the 
death of a loved one launched this past 
fall. Spurred on by Jen Calverley; Jane 
Stankiewicz and Kathleen Barrett became 
co-facilitators of the group. Using the book 
“Understanding Your Grief ” by Alan Wolfelt 

Being Disciples 
Life of the Church - Our Programs and Ministries

Adult Ministries

Men’s Bible Study

In the fall, in conjunction with Wednesday 
midweek activities for students and children, 
we launched a new Men’s Bible study on 
the Life of David. His life and example 
(including his failings) are such powerful 
reminders that God doesn’t demand 
perfection from us, but He does require a 
“broken and contrite heart” in facing our 
own shortcomings. 

- Pastor Tom Petter

Mom to Mom
Planning Team: Tonya Peck, Elizabeth Markey 
(beginning September 2017), Gail Hughson, 
Alynda Foreman, Becky Chen (Until January 
2017), Cassie Brayley (until March 2017), 
and Sarah Ehrhorn.

Group Leaders: Kate Unruh, Kate Mellon, 
Sarah Ehrhorn, Lidet Girma (until May 
2017), Colleen Mazin, Iliana Nunn, Elizabeth 
Markey and Betsy Chizek.

Mom to Mom has been truly blessed as 
a ministry at TCC, with over 20 years of 
success. Our mission remains the same: to 
educate, encourage, and equip women for 
the very important, yet often tough job 
of parenting, through practical Biblically-
based teaching and supportive interaction 
in small groups to foster growth not only 
in our parenting skills but in our wholeness 
as women.

With God’s guidance, our Leadership 
and Children’s Ministry Teams have 
brought together more than 45 women 
(representing 70+ children, ages 0-18) 
and their preschool children on Friday 
mornings for a 22-week curriculum. 
Women come from the TCC community 
as well as from outside of TCC; from 10 
different towns, other churches and from 
no church affiliation. This makes Mom 
to Mom a wonderful outreach ministry. 
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The Children’s Ministry created a fun 
environment where children learned about 
God and experienced His love through kid 
friendly creative Bible teaching, crafts, music 
and small group activities. Over the course 
of the year, the Children’s Ministry had 
more than 30 participating children. 

Each week we begin with a lecture on a 
topic relevant to today’s moms in the 
areas of parenting, marriage, spiritual life 
and life as a woman. The lectures this year 
included some great topics: Identifying , 
Understanding, and Responding to Anxiety 
in Children and Adolescents; Persevering 
Through Life’s Challenges; Cybersecurity 
and You: Protecting Your Online Identity; 
Peace in the Home; Fostering Resilience; 
Lessons on Life and Parenting from 
Working with Borderline Personality 
Disorder... or, $10,000 Worth of Therapy 
in Just 50 Minutes; The Truth Is, Kids Lie; 
Becoming Peacemakers; Disciplining 
with Love; Modern Hospitality; De-
stressing Motherhood: Providing Space for 
Ourselves and Our Children to Be; Anxiety 
and Our Children: How to Recognize It, 
Address It and Prevent It; Love Languages 
of Kids; Family Finances; and Fostering 
Independence in Our Children. 

Our speakers have come from within TCC, 
other churches and the greater community. 
Afterward, the women gathered in small 
groups for a more intimate discussion 
about the lecture. We also had educational 

workshops, an occasional craft as well as 
participated in a couple community service 
projects. 

We pray for God’s continued faithfulness 
and guidance, as TCC provides a nurturing 
environment where mothers gather to 
both learn about and celebrate their 
roles in their families. We pray for women 
in our greater Metro West community 
to learn about, be invited to and attend 
Mom to Mom. We pray that women 
who attend TCC may see Mom to Mom 
as an opportunity not only to strengthen 
their lives as women, wives and mothers 
but to connect with women from other 
communities and provide relationship and 
support to each other. We pray also that 
all who attend Mom to Mom will better 
appreciate and grow in their own walk with 
God, learn ways to live out their faith in 
their homes with their families and to walk 
in faith alongside other moms.

– Tonya Peck

Peacemaking Team

Keith Barber, Beverly Brown, Nancy Germain, 
Michelle Vanslette, Jill Leisman 

As a team, we praise God for bringing 
peacemaking to TCC and for helping the 
team to learn and grow in applying God’s 
peacemaking principles in their personal 
relationships; and for helping the team to 
share those principles with other TCC 

members and ministries.

We met monthly to work in another 
Peacemaker Ministries’ study of the 4G’s:

Glorify God (1 Corinthians 10:31); Get the 
log out of your own eye (Matthew 7:3-5); 
Gently Restore (Galatians 6:1); Go and Be 
Reconciled (Matthew 5:23-24)

We also planned ways to support TCC’s 
leadership’s vision of growing a culture 
of peace. We hosted 4 date nights where 
couples learned what it means to live at 
peace with themselves and others as they 
learned to resolve conflicts God’s way.

We came alongside two parties who were 
in conflict over a monetary issue, guiding 
them to resolve their differences biblically. 
Both parties shared that it was the gospel 
that convicted their hearts to see the other 
person’s side and be reconciled.

We presented 4G’s of peacemaking at Mom 
to Mom and to Stephen Ministries; and will 
continue to meet with groups sharing the 
Biblical principles of peacemaking. 

We reached out to individuals and small 
groups to encouraging them to study 
“Resolving Everyday Conflict.”

We planned and prepared for a Conflict 
Coaching workshop for January 2018.

After reading “Resolving Everyday Conflict,” 
one congregant shared that his interactions 
and relationships with others took on a 
new godly perspective based on God’s 
peacemaking principles he learned. He also 
shared that he would like to see TCC have 
adult peacemaking Sunday School classes. 

Please pray that the team and everyone 
at TCC might strive to live at peace with 
all men, as far as it is possible with them 
(Romans 12:18)

– Jill LeismanMinistry Council, Fall 2017
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Saturday Morning Men’s 
Breakfast and Bible Study

The Saturday Morning Men’s Breakfast and 
Bible Study has been meeting since 1956. A 
book of the Bible is studied over a period 
of weeks with a focus on applying what 
is learned to our everyday lives. Breakfast 
is prepared by teams of attendees and 
enjoyed in Phillips Hall except when other 
events necessitate meeting upstairs. In 
2017, attendance was generally between 
three and seven with highs of 9-10. Some 
men attend a few times a year and some 
rarely miss a session. All are welcome to 
join us each Saturday from 8 a.m. - 9:30 
a.m. Contact Ed Brown at beverlybown2@
mac.com or Jim Santamaria at hermits@
comcast.net for further information.

– Ed Brown

Stories of Grace

In 2017 we continued editing and filming 
video testimonies. We now have three 
videos filmed and ready to post to our 
website, two more in the editing process, 
and hope to record, edit, and publish many 
more in 2018. Many thanks to Ken Keyes 
for his help in filming and editing the videos, 
and Deb Harrison for interviewing each 
person and helping them tell their story.

– Adam Kurihara

Women’s Bible Study

God has poured out His blessings on WBS 
once again by bringing us Rachael Frase as 
our speaker. Every time we need to find a 
new teacher, He brings us one. Praise the 
Lord for this! Rachael is a dynamic, relatable, 
knowledgeable teacher of the Word using 
the Inductive Bible Study method. She 
is leading us in not only deepening our 
knowledge of the Bible, but also in the 
practice of Inductive Bible Study, a tool 
which will allow us to better examine 
God’s Word with the Holy Spirit’s help and 
to apply it to our own lives.

We first meet in five small groups to discuss 
what we as individuals have observed from 
our personal study of the target scripture. 
We then gather as a large group to hear 
these brief comments and questions. After 
this we move into our speaker’s time 
where Rachael provides interpretation of 
the scripture. We then move back into our 
small groups, where the goal is application 

of what has been realized and learned, as 
well as prayer requests. 

Two years ago, when we began using this 
methodology, we had a lot of push back 
from people who were unhappy. The 
Holy Spirit has encouraged these women, 
and those of us leading them. And now, 
with the addition of Rachael as our very 
experienced teacher in this methodology, 
the Lord has brought us to an exciting time. 
The energy in the room is contagious!

This year, of the women who have 
registered for WBS, approximately 75% are 
TCC members. The rest are affiliated with 
other local churches. Eleven are new to the 
group. Our weekly attendance is usually 
around 30. 

We are again providing child care this year. 
Four women are taking advantage of this, 
including our excellent speaker. The church 
graciously agreed to help fund this. We 
are hopeful that this option will be taken 
advantage of by more women in the future. 
Even though only four women are currently 
using the child care, the demographic of 
women with young children has grown as 
people see their friends choosing to attend 
WBS. 

Areas for prayer include continuing our 
ability to serve women with preschool 
children, and the raising up of new group 
leaders.

– Amy Canute

Women’s Ministry

A new Women’s Ministry has been created 
this past fall, Girl’s Night Out. The objective 
of the group is to cultivate relationships 
among women of the church in a casual 
setting. This allows women who may not 
come to church or TCC to be introduced 
to our community. We, as Christian 
women, may often wish to invite friends to 
Women’s Bible Study or Mom to Mom but 
we are reluctant to force “church” on them 
too quickly. Why not invite women into our 
community by having fun?

We had our first Girl’s Night Out in 
November, gathering at Amy Canute’s 
home in Sudbury for dessert, chai, coffee, 
and great conversation. Our next meeting 
will be on Tuesday, February 29th, at Sue 
Wiggill’s home for Game Night. Who 
wouldn’t want to spend a Tuesday evening 
in the middle of winter with great women? 
Look for more to come on this and future 
events in the church newsletter and bulletin.

Other Women’s Ministries events are in 
the works, including a Women’s Retreat. 
My hope is that we can nurture the 
TCC community through deepening and 
expanding women’s relationships in a 
healthy, faith-focused manner, growing our 
love for Jesus and for one another. The 
expanding and deepening of Women’s 
Ministries will not only benefit the women 
of the church, but will overflow into our 
families and the entire church community.

– Jen Calverley
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Live the Adventure
LTA is centered around connecting children with Jesus, each 
other, and with their small group leaders.

“LTA has literally been a Godsend! It’s what got us to call 
TCC our home church. The love and care that the staff 
and volunteers have for our children is so amazing, and 
our shy kids love going to “church school” every Sunday 
and Friday for Mom to Mom. We feel so welcomed, 
cared for, and confident that our children are not only 
getting well taken care of but are learning about and in 
God’s love.”  (Parent) 

Sunday Morning

In large group, children 
learn how to connect 
with God and others 
through worship, activities 
and a Bible story. Small 
groups connect children and leaders together to grow their 
knowledge and application of Scripture. Children are praying, 
and engaging in conversations that not only grow their 
biblical knowledge but have applicability in their daily lives. 

“I know I can pray about anything and know that Jesus is 
with me always. I learn to forgive my brother when …” 
“I memorize the Bible verses. They are a simple way to 
remember that God is always with you and you don’t 
need to be scared during scary times.” (Children in LTA)  

Director: Gail Hughson • Assistant: Cheryl Alexander • Intern: Erin Dyck

Girl’s Gathering

Girl’s Gathering is a fun place for 4th & 5th grade girls to 
connect and bring their friends. The girls are deepening 
their friendships, praying for and supporting each other, and 
growing in their relationship with God. 

 “My daughter liked it very much and she invited a 
couple of her friends to join her as well!” (Parent)  

Family Connections

We had our very first Orange Night, a special event 
for families to learn about what we do and why we do it.  
Parents connected with their child’s small group leaders and 
other parents. They also learned about our Parent Cue app 
that provides meaningful activities to reinforce the weekly 
messages and about our Facebook page that features 
pictures and parenting resources. 

“The ‘Orange’ concept really hit home after we attended 
Orange Night and we feel so lucky to have the LTA 
program not just for our kids but to help us as parents 
grow too. We can’t say enough about how grateful we 
are for this absolutely wonderful program.” (Parent)

Our Family Day was a unique opportunity to make new 
connections and have fellowship with their whole family. It 
was a great way for members of the community to meet 
people at our church and enjoy our church.  

“I thought it was great to have the Family Day. It was 
easy to invite others who are not a regular part of the 
church.” (Parent)

Children’s Ministries
Our Vision: 

That TCC would 
be a place where 

children and families 
connect and grow 

in a relationship 
with Jesus.

“Our daughter randomly 
stops and prays for one 
of her friends and then 

ends with the Lord’s 
Prayer.” (Parent)
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Movie Night was another fabulous opportunity for children 
and adults alike to gather together over pizza, popcorn and enjoy 
a fun movie together. Several new families said they appreciated 
the time to meet other parents in a relaxed environment.

Mom and Me offered an opportunity for new moms to 
connect with members and feel more comfortable about 
attending church. Several moms have begun to attend TCC.  

Serving and Growing Together

Our children had opportunities to serve with Operation 
Christmas Child, the Showbox donations, bring coats in for Coats 
for Kids and raise money for people impacted by the hurricanes. 
Children did chores and invested their time and money toward 
these projects. 

“My children also loved working on community projects such 
as shoebox donation. It provided an invaluable experience 
where kids picked out special gifts thinking of other kids in 
need and learning to pray and think of others less fortunate 
than us.” (Parent)

Children have grown in their knowledge of scripture and have been 
applying it in their daily lives. Parents have developed friendships 
and are bringing meals to each other when someone has a baby 
or are going through a difficult 
time. Volunteers are having 
meaningful conversations 
with each other and with 
parents. 

Cheryl 

In late fall, Cheryl Alexander 
shared the devastating news 
of her cancer diagnosis. The 
connections and sincere love 
for Cheryl and her family 
were extraordinary. No one 
had to ask the kids, parents, 
LTA team or church to do 
anything - they jumped into 
action supporting Cheryl and 
her family with cards, gifts, meals, and prayers. Parents modeled 
and kids actively began to live their faith. 

In Cheryl’s absence, the LTA team and church have combined 
efforts to continue to keep LTA running as smoothly as possible. 
Thank you to all who have stepped up to make this happen! 
Cheryl and the Alexander family remain in our ongoing prayers 
as she continues treatment.

– Gail Hughson, Director

“We are so grateful for TCC’s 
Children’s Ministry! Kids 

love going to Sunday School 
every week and really look 
forward to special events 
like Movie Night, Family 

Day and Orange Night. Kids 
build lifelong friendships 

within this loving community 
and I love meeting other 

parents that share the same 
values and goals in raising 

our children into Christ 
followers.” (Parent)
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Student Ministries
Pastor of Students and Outreach: Kyle Smethurst 
Student Ministries Assistant: Steven Weiss • Student Ministries Intern: Ashley Weiss 
Volunteer Leaders: Brandon Unruh, Kate Unruh, Asa Foster, Christie Smethurst and Anthony Spinale

Weekly/Monthly Events:
Sunday Morning Worship Service

Every Sunday morning our group continues to flock to 
Bradford Hall! After enjoying pancakes and games in our 
first floor common room, we then move upstairs for 
announcements, mixers, some worship songs led by our 
student band, and a message. Our student band did an 
amazing job leading worship! Other students and volunteers 
also helped lead the service by delivering announcements, 
praying, reading scripture and even sharing testimonies.

High School Small Groups

On Sundays our high school students and leaders come 
together to share meals, play games and study God’s 
Word in community. In a small group setting, we strive to 
unpack the Sunday morning message reflective discussion 
in pursuit of knowing God better. 

Student Leadership Program

This program takes an intentional approach towards 
training and challenging our yearly group of high school 
students serving in our middle school ministry. During 
this past year, Alanna Semerjian, Mackenzie Barber, Abby 
Calverley, Ian Armstrong Miranda Pomphrett, Olivia 
Bodley and Megan Armstrong dedicated at least three 
hours every Wednesday evening to grow as leaders and 
encourage younger students. Every Wednesday evening, 
this group of student leaders gathers together for dinner 
and discussion prior to Middle School Midweek. Our group 
benefitted from the support of Calvin Neprud, Grace 
Johnson, Leilan Bennett and Luke Johnson as 
Assistant leaders. 

Middle School Midweek

On Wednesday nights, 
middle school students 
continue to bring energy. 
After connecting with 
friends and leaders in 
Bradford Hall, our group 
heads to the gym for games 
like Grog, Extreme Kickball, 

Ninja Night, Crack-About, and more. After a game and an 
occasional recap of Sunday’s message, students head to their 
respective small groups (separated by gender) for fellowship 
and discussion. Asa Foster and Anthony Spinale, along with 
those in the Student Leadership Program, have helped 
provide wonderful leadership for this group!

Framingham Salvation Army

During the past year our group has been helping serve 
meals at Miracle Kitchen at the Framingham Salvation Army 
on the 1st and 5th Monday of each month. With the help 
of students, parents, LIFE Groups and others, we have been 
able to prepare about 100 meals for those in need in the 
Metro West area.

Seasonal Programs:
Confirmation Class

This Spring, eleven students began a ten-week confirmation 
class with current and new volunteer leaders following 
the Making Disciples curriculum. We were delighted that 
Darcy Foreman, Abby Scott, Hartley Peck, Qian Long, Erica 
Schofield, Abby Calverley, Michael Long, Luke Johnson, Dylan 
Rade, Connor Rader and Nick Estrada chose to participate 
in the class. Each 75-minute session involved discussion 
surrounding the resource “Discipleship Essentials,” by Greg 

Ogden, and many questions about the Christian 
faith. Our teaching team diligently guided our 

students through faith questions and basic 
theology. The conversations 

were incredible and life-giving, 
and many of the students 

were confirmed!
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Serve 72: Middle School Service Blitz
Metrowest and Boston

In July, our group of 15 students and leaders gathered 
together for a few days of compassionate service. This “72 

hours” of service and reflection was inspiring! During the 
week we served at Rosie’s Place, the Miracle Kitchen, the 
Boston Commons, Cradles to Crayons and more. Not 
only did we serve extensively, but we took multiple daily 
opportunities to journal and discuss our experience. We 
thoughtfully processed our experience, reflecting on God’s 
heart for those in need and our mission to share the Gospel 
in word and deed.

HS and MS Boys Retreat 
Camp Berea, Hebron, NH

Last August, a group of middle and high school guys traveled 
to Berea for our annual retreat. Every year our group has 
an incredible experience at Berea. The camp is a fun-filled 
environment where students and leaders are challenged 
to grow in their relationships with Jesus. We had daily 
devotionals and discussions on discipleship, worshipped 
with an amazing band, and processed challenging messages 
from our camp speaker. This week at Berea was a great 
encouragement to our group!

Simply Beautiful Conference (Girls Retreat)

Last November, a group of middle school and high school girls, 
led by Ashley Weiss, attended this creative event for young 
women across New England. In addition to participating in 
large group worship, our students attended breakout “labs” 
including “Worship in Wonder” and “Pitch Perfect.”

– Kyle Smethurst, Pastor of Students and Outreach

Big Dig Summer Bible Study

This past summer, 6th-10th graders participated in a weekly 
Bible study from 9:45-10:30A on Sunday mornings. Our 
group took an in-depth look at some key passages in the 
Gospels while students learned to study and treasure God’s 
Word.

Trips and Retreats:
Deep Freeze Winter Retreat
At Camp Berea, Hebron, NH

In January, 20 students and leaders traveled to Camp Berea 
in Hebron, NH for Deep Freeze 2017. This amazing winter 
retreat was led by the Oswald Brothers Band, an engaging 
speaker, and of course, the incredible camp staff and 
volunteers. Together our group enjoyed great food, tubing, 
carpetball, basketball, worship, devotionals and deep small 
group discussions.

High School Mission Trip
San Lucas Tolimán, Guatemala

Last February, 24 students and leaders served in San Lucas 
Tolimán, situated about two hours west of Guatemala City 
on Lake Atitlan. During this weeklong trip, we helped build 
low-cost houses in impoverished neighborhoods, construct 
and deliver fuel-efficient, vented cooking stoves (reducing 
respiratory disease and fuel consumption), paint PLM 
school buildings, lead a Vacation Bible School program and 
participate in the medical clinic’s care team. It was exciting to 
build relationships with the people of Guatemala, the PLM 
staff and the other missionary teams present.
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Music and Worship
Adam Kurihara, Director • Charles Orr, Organist

I love the Bible’s agricultural metaphors. Themes of planting 
and harvesting come up so often in Jesus’ teaching and 
parables, and the application to our lives is tangible and 
obvious. We want to grow, and as we observe growth in 
nature, we learn that it comes slowly, over time, and under 
the right conditions. As a ministry leader, I continually ask 
myself, “am I cultivating the right conditions for growth?” The 
metaphor is elegant – we don’t actually cause the growth, 
but we do participate in the growth in the Kingdom of God 
by planting and watering. As Paul writes, “I planted the seed, 
Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow” (1 
Cor 3:6).

So this year has been a year of gardening: tilling soil, planting 
seeds, watering, waiting, and watching new life spring up. 
Each fall, we kick off the year with a worship team meeting. 
These meetings have been great times of fellowship and 
discussion about worship, and also times to remind our team 
that they are not simply serving with their musical talents, 
but are first and foremost worshipping. This is something 
we all (myself included) need to be reminded of – our most 
effective worship leadership comes from our own personal 
life of worship. This means cherishing and reading the word, 
spending time in prayer, being involved in a LIFE group, and 
regularly attending worship.

Sunday Worship continues to be a place where the people 
of God gather for worship, prayer, and listening to God’s 
word. Our band added a few new members and continues 
to provide worship leadership of a consistent quality. I’m so 
proud of the growth seen in each team member this year!

The highlight of the year has definitely 
been the launch of our Evensong 
services during the Advent Season. These 
short services were seeds of faith – seeds 
that I hope grow into lives more fully 
extended toward God in worship and 
prayer. Many thanks to those involved 
in the planning and leading of those 
services. Services drew 70, then 80, and 

finally over 90 people at the final service of the year and we 
plan on more Evensong services during the Lenten season. 

Our choir sang once a month during our worship services 
and at our Maundy Thursday, Easter, and Lessons and Carols 
service. They continue to enrich our worship with special 
music. The children’s choir also sang at our Lessons and 
Carols services in December and our string orchestra 
continues to be a musical treat at special services during 
the year.

Our tech teams are continuing to go with the flow despite 
technical challenges. We lost our old faithful projector in 
November 2017. With a few Sundays of scrambling to print 
out lyrics for congregational singing, we finally got the new 

projector up and running and is now working well.

Our fall was also busy with several funerals and a wedding. 
Between our organist Charlie Orr and myself, we provided 
music for a dozen of these services over the course of the 
year.

On a personal note, this summer I took 10 weeks living, 
studying, and working at l’Abri Fellowship in Southborough. 
L’Abri means “The Shelter” in French, and a shelter 
was exactly what I needed. Though I still attended staff 
meetings, led worship, and continued to be present to daily 
responsibilities at the church, being at l’Abri meant living in 
24/7 Christian community (not always a ‘retreat’!) and gave 
space to reflect, study, talk with fellow students and staff, and 
pray through a difficult personal season of my life. Thank you 
to all who lifted me up in prayer during this time.

– Adam Kurihara 
Director of Worship and Community Life

Visual Worship installations, artwork, liturgical colors and 
symbols are used to draw us closer into worship 
as we enter to hear God’s Word preached. In 
using a variety of mediums (drawing, painting, 
banners, photos, 3-dimensional pieces, etc.) to 
glorify God, we also strive to reflect Christ’s 
mission and teachings by using what is called “visual 
language.” We create artwork that reflects the themes in a 
sermon series or liturgical event. The Visual Worship team 
occasionally collaborates with the Flower Guild in bringing 

us closer to God as we worship.

-Susan Foster

How have you reflected on your faith and the 
sermons at TCC through Visual Worship? If you 

had a moment of reflection or deeper faith, let us know by 
emailing adam@tccwayland.org. Our favorite entry receives a 
jar of homemade hot fudge!

The Flower Guild responds to 
donor requests for flowers in 
the niches. They shop for flowers, 
condition them, and store them in 
the flower refrigerator. The flowers 
are arranged in vases and placed 
in the niches for Sunday services. 
After the flowers are displayed in 
the niches for the Sunday service, 
they are dismantled into smaller vases for distribution by the 
Deacons or Pastoral Care Minister to those who are shut in 
or grieving. One exception was when two children helped 
make flower arrangements for their teachers and took them 
to school. As you can see, our flowers have a wider audience 
than the Trinitarian Sanctuary.

– Nancy Keith
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Local Service Projects

Our community shares a deep and 
growing burden for sharing the Gospel 
through word and deed both locally and 
internationally. Rather than narrowing our 
focus on one or two days of outreach 
during the course of an entire year, we 
are striving to cultivate partnerships with 
other local ministries and established 
organizations within the community.

Currently we 
are working 
with three local 
outreaches on 
a monthly basis. As we have done for 
the past two years, we are continuing 
our work with the Miracle Kitchen, 
a community dinner hosted at the 
Framingham Salvation Army. 

For years we treasured 
the Bridge House 
ministry in Framingham 
and have supported 
Executive Director 
David Lang. This fall we began preparing 
and serving a monthly dinner to the 
residents and staff. Finally, this fall we 
also began serving at Open Table, a food 
pantry in Maynard, MA. Our volunteers 
have helped facilitate their grocery-store 
style food pantry 
and the Tuesday 
night dinners. 

– Kyle Smethurst

Angel Tree

Project Angel Tree’s goal is to provide 
Christmas gifts to children whose parents 
are incarcerated. TCC has been involved 
with this wonderful ministry for 34 years. 
With the generosity of TCC members in 
2017, we were able to serve 36 families 
with 71 children from 17 towns. One of 
the highlights of our deliveries was the 
excitement and glee of a three-year-
old little girl when we opened the door 
with our arms full of gifts. She jumped 
up and down and clapped her hands, 
giggling with delight! Many thanks to the 
volunteer deliverers: Irene Germano, Julio 
and Rita Hernandez, Karen Kirk, the Tom 
Thompkins family, the Dan Williams family, 
and Nancy Santamaria.

– Jim Santamaria, Leader

Missions, Local and Global
Did you know that some of our missionaries are helping to develop a free app for 
your phone that would allow you to share the ‘Jesus’ video in the birth language 
(called the ‘heart language’) of almost anyone you might meet? Or that TCC has 
missionaries in places where less than one percent of the population is Christian? 
Some of these fly airplanes and others teach English and so gain a hearing for the 
Gospel. These are sensitive and intelligent people who carefully and thoughtfully 
can bridge the distance in culture and language and who, for us, can share living 
stories of God’s action in other people’s lives and in their own. Hearing these 
stories is a blessing in encouraging our own faith as we see firsthand how God 
acts in the world today.

Would you like to be active in a ministry that changes the lives of people who are 
homeless? TCC is a part of such a ministry and education in how to be involved 
is available to you through one of our ministry partners. Or maybe you would like 
to help refugees coming to the US, or do something about the scourge of human 
trafficking? Or would you enjoy being a friend to a student who has come to the 
US from their home country with courage and big dreams but now would like 
to have some American friends? Life can be lonely in this new country. If you are 
willing to give some time to be their friend, they will return to their homes with 
the example of Christian hospitality influencing how they think about their role 
in the world. Perhaps they will even find faith in Jesus because you took time to 
be with them. And you and your children will gain increased understanding about 
other nations and people and gain a new and interesting friend.

The Missions Committee at TCC has the privilege of hearing each month about 
one of the ministries we support. We pray for our missionaries, especially as we 
receive requests from them and updates on the work they are doing. We have 
the joy of getting to know them, at least a little, and of prayerfully allocating our 
missions budget to meet what we can of their needs. We communicate with our 
missions partners and share requests of our own and they pray for us.

A goal of our work this year is to encourage interest and involvement in missions 
in you, the members of our congregation. We would dearly desire that you 
become involved in one of the exciting and life-changing opportunities that are 
available to you through missions involvement at TCC. We welcome you to join 
our committee if this would be of interest to you.

May God open your heart to the possibility of serving Him and his people through 
one of the missionary opportunities available here at TCC. A booklet that lists our 
missionaries and tells about their work is available on the missions table in front 
of the missions bulletin board.

Carolyn Lippmann, Chair

Members: Clark Andrews, Jen Calverley, Paul Church, Nancy Germain, Dan Haggett, 
Rita Hernandez, Miranda Pomphrett and Kyle Smethurst

Making Disciples
Life of the Church - Our Outreach, Service, and Missions
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to family, friends, and visitors. This time is 
an opportunity for those associated with 
TCC to demonstrate care and concern 
for one another.  Together with the help of 
the Holy Spirit we demonstrate the love of 
God in action. This ministry of hospitality 
is served with thoughtful preparation with 
an attractive and creative presentation. 

We are grateful for the assistance of many 
volunteers as this ministry provided 11 
receptions in the 2017 calendar year. Many 
thank you’s to all of the volunteers that 
assisted in various capacities such as set-
up, floral decorations, food preparation, 
serving, and clean up. We could not 
provide this service without the generous 
support of our many volunteers. A special 
thank you to staff members Debbie 
Wilson and Nancy Griffin for their help, 
support, and availability whenever it was 
needed. 

– Diane Baldwin and Nikki Baldwin

Stephen Ministry

Leaders: Dave Brooks and Tom Thompkins 
as Care Coordinator

Stephen Ministers are laypeople – 
Christian men and women – trained to 
provide confidential, one-to-one care to 
people experiencing a difficult time in life, 
such as grief, divorce, job loss, chronic or 
terminal illness, relocation or separation 
due to military deployment.  

A Stephen Minister begins a caring 
relationship when he or she is matched 
with a person experiencing a life crisis. The 
Stephen Minister then meets with that 
person on a regular basis to listen, care, 
encourage, and provide emotional and 
spiritual support. The caring relationship 
lasts as long as the person is in need of 
care.  

New Stephen Ministers are needed to 
support the church. This year Stephen 
Ministry did not have a training class 
as there was a Pastoral transition time 
and there was no harvest of trainees. 
We are grateful for the strong Pastoral 
support Stephen Ministry receives from 
the church leaders. There is no class for 
2017/18 but so far God has blessed us 
with reduced needs. 

Stephen Ministry continues to be blessed 
to be able to host the coffee hour once 
every other month as an awareness 

Loaves and Fishes 
Food Pantry

Our food pantry continues to quitely 
serve tangible needs for those in our 
community. We typically see 2-5 people 
per month utilize the resources of the 
pantry. Thanks to all who contributed!

– Dave and Diane Newcomb

Deacons

Co-chairs:  Nancy Schaeffer, Ken Keyes 
Members:  Nikki Baldwin, Lee Chizek, Dave 
Connell, Fred Harrington, Deborah Harri-
son., Cathy Koerwer, Margie Langsdorf, Ivan 
Leblanc, Ed Pomphrett, Sue Wiggill.

The Deacons are available for prayer 
after each Sunday morning service, 
offering prayer for both individuals and 
the church. We also have an active prayer 
and card ministry. We as Deacons take 
our responsibilities very seriously and are 
blessed and honored to serve and fulfill 
the role for which we have been chosen. 

The role of the Deacons is to serve 
the financial, spiritual, and emotional 
needs of the congregation. We have 
had a busy and productive year. Thanks 
to the overwhelming generosity of the 
congregation we have been able to 
minimize stressful situations by providing 
mortgage or rental payments as well as 
heat and electric bills for those in dire 
straits. 

The Deacons continue to prepare 
and serve communion. One Deacon 
accompanies Allan Baldwin each month 
to provide home communion to shut-
ins. Fresh flowers are delivered as they 
are available. We plan to change the food 
vouchers from Donelan’s to Stop and 
Shop for reasons of both convenience and 
economy. The Deacons are considering 
subsidizing Uber transportation for those 
needing rides to church or for medical 
visits and other community needs.

–Nancy Schaeffer & Ken Keyes

Memorial Service Receptions

The mission of this ministry is to provide 
a reception following a memorial service 
or funeral, for those grieving the loss of a 
loved one.  In providing the receptions we 
open our church home, with hospitality, 

activity.  Personal contact and interest in 
Stephen Ministry activities are met with a 
ministry table during the coffee hour.

Some Stephen Ministers have completed 
assignments and others are now caring 
for nine individuals in our community. 
There are other Stephen Ministers who 
serve families and loved ones in an un-
official but extremely supportive role. 
People with knowledge of needs which 
the Stephen Ministers can serve can 
contact the church office.

Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way 
you will fulfill the law of Christ. (Galatians 
6:2)

– Dave Brooks 

Pastoral Care & Visitation

It has been deeply satisfying to have 
served this past year as Visitation/
Pastoral Care Pastor at TCC. As Pastoral 
Care Pastor, I visit people who are shut 
in, in the hospital or who wish to plan 
a memorial service for a loved one. In 
addition, I teach a weekly Bible Study at 
TCC on Wednesday mornings. Other 
dimensions of my work include my sitting 
in on Deacons’ monthly meetings, taking 
part in Sunday worship services (reading 
Scripture, offering the Pastoral Prayer, 
officiating at Communion) and taking part 
in Memorial Services. One of the facets 
of visiting people in their homes has been 
the provision of Home Communion. Each 
month, a Deacon accompanies me to the 
home of a person who has not been able 
to come to the TCC facility to participate 
in Communion. In a recent celebration of a 
Home Communion, there were 10 family 
members present spanning 4 generations. 
As I was sketching out the life of our Lord 
from birth through His second coming, 
a four-year-old great grandson blurted 
out “I can’t wait!” when I spoke of Jesus 
coming back soon. His simple, heart-felt 
exclamation gave expression to the joy 
we can all have as we anticipate our Lord’s 
Return, and seeing Him face to face. It was 
a special gift from our God who delights 
to speak through the “mouths of babes”! 

– Rev. Allan Baldwin



Clerk’s Report

Total Membership: Jan 2017 - 555 | Jan 2018 - 553
Membership Gains: 10 / Membership Losses: 12

Dedications: 1 / Confirmations: 13

Membership Gains 

Confession of Faith
Jeridan Dyck - 9/10/17

Erin Dyck - 9/10/17 
Peter Kidd - 9/17/17

Kathryn Kidd - 9/17/17
Jim Markey - 9/24/17

Elizabeth Markey - 9/24/17
Hey-Sung Kim - 10/22/17

Sang Kim - 10/22/17
Robert Mellon - 10/15/17

Janet Aikens-Kinney - 10/29/17

Dedications (Infant, Child, Adult) 
Nathan James Mellon (I) 4/23/17

Membership Losses 

Deaths
Carol Horner - 1/14/17
Tom Williams - 1/20/17
Les Hildreth - 1/24/17

Douglas Bernard Sr. - 2/28/17
Dorothy Stephenson - 4/17

Betty Brown - 6/10/17
Jean Marshall - 8/1/17
Joyce Finley - 8/11/17

Mary Ann Limric - 9/13/17
Evelyn Innocent - 9/28/17
Marie Taylor - 10/14/17
Gert Phillips - 11/22/17

Confirmations
Darcy Foreman 

Abby Scott 
Hartley Peck 
Qian Long 

Erica Schofield 
Abby Calverley
Michael Long
Luke Johnson
Dylan Rader

Connor Rader
Leilan Bennett
Grace Johnson
Calvin Neprud

tccwayland.org


